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With the announced April departure of current Octorara Area School District (OASD) 

Superintendent Dr. Michele Orner, the OASD Board of School Directors is pleased to share 

updates on the current superintendent search process and plans for a successful transition. 

 

We are reaching the final stages of the selection process for a new superintendent of schools for 

the district. We are very proud that our district’s reputation for excellence attracted many highly 

qualified candidates. The Board is in the process of rigorous interviews to determine the degree 

of fit between the community’s criteria and the candidate's professional experiences. The Board 

is committed to matching the community’s expectations with the right candidate.     

  

For first-round screening interviews, the Board selected ten candidates. At the conclusion of the 

first-round, the board identified four candidates to advance to second-round interviews. Of the 

four selected candidates, the Board will select a finalist for a third round interview. Interviews 

will be completed by the end of March, and the Board anticipates voting on the appointment of 

the selected candidate in April with a start date around July 1, 2023. 

 

To ensure continued leadership and guidance for the district between the time of Dr. Orner’s 

departure and the start of the new superintendent, the Board will be voting on April 10 to appoint 

Dr. Jim Scanlon as interim superintendent with a start date of April 17.  

 

Dr. Scanlon comes to Octorara Area School District after retiring as superintendent of schools 

for West Chester Area School District in 2021, after twelve years of service, having led a district 

of 12,500 students (K-12), 1,400 employees and 100,000 residents. During his tenure, Dr. 

Scanlon led the district to improve student achievement, develop several new and dynamic 

academic programs, create robust student supports, and strengthened professional development 

for staff. 

 

Dr. Scanlon worked for 22 years as superintendent. Prior to serving as West Chester Area School 

District’s superintendent of schools, he served as superintendent in the Brandywine School 

District in Wilmington, Delaware and in Quakertown Community School District in Bucks 

County, PA. He was also assistant superintendent at Neshaminy School District. Dr. Scanlon’s 

background also includes experience as an elementary principal, interim high school principal in 

Lower Merion, and a teacher in grades five to eight. 

 

Based on initial interviews and screening, the Board is confident that we will find our next 

superintendent who understands the district, all the dynamics of public education, and matches 

the criteria established by the Board and community through the focus groups. In the interim, we 

are excited to welcome Dr. Scanlon. 



    

We appreciate your continued support and look forward to announcing the finalist candidate 

soon. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Steve Gerhard, Assistant Executive Director 

of the CCIU at OASDSuptSearch@cciu.org or 484-237-5301 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Board of School Directors 

Octorara Area School District 


